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Overview  

1. What is a Tier 3 Water Budget Study? 

A Tier 3 Water Budget is a detailed scientific technical study aimed at assessing the water 
quantity risk to current and future municipal drinking water sources under a variety of 
scenarios, such as future increased municipal water needs due to growth and a sustained 
drought. The water budget study uses a computer model to simulate groundwater and 
surface water flow to evaluate how water levels will change within the municipal wells under 
the various scenarios. The development of the water budget models will use all available 
data to understand the groundwater flow system from recharge to discharge areas, and 
quantify the volume of water flowing through the area. Quantity-related Wellhead Protection 
Areas and Intake Protection Zones are delineated to identify the subsurface and surface 
areas where the municipal wells and intakes are sensitive to water takings and reductions to 
infiltrations of precipitation caused by land use changes. 

2. How does a Tier 3 Water Budget study fit into the Source Protection Program? 

The Source Protection Program under the Province’s Clean Water Act, 2006 (CWA) was 
developed to protect the water quality and quantity of existing and proposed municipal 
drinking water systems across the Province. To date, the water quality components of the 
Grand River Source Protection Plan have been approved and in place since July 1, 2016. 
The water quantity components for the Grand River Source Protection Plan are still 
underway, and a Tier 3 water budget study is a major piece of technical work in the process.  

3. What is the goal of doing a Tier 3 Water Budget study?  

The goal of a Tier 3 Water Budget study is to provide a measured assessment of current 
and future sustainability of municipal drinking water systems in light of municipal growth and 
development and climate change such as drought. Specifically, the goal of the study was:  

1) to identify municipal systems at risk of water quantity shortages under current conditions, 
considering the effect of increased water demand from municipal growth, and in the 
event of a prolonged drought;  

2) to identify risk management measures that could be used to ensure the sustainability of 
the municipal water supplies; and  

3) to support the development of water quantity policies for inclusion in a future update of 
the Grand River Source Protection Plan. 

4. Why was a Tier 3 Water Budget study undertaken? 

The Tier 2 Water Budget and Subwatershed Stress Assessment completed for the Grand 
River Watershed in 2009 identified the Upper Speed Assessment Area as having a 
moderate potential for groundwater stress. Since the municipal drinking water systems for 
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the City of Guelph and Guelph/Eramosa Township take groundwater from the Upper Speed 
Assessment area, a Tier 3 Water Budget and Local Area Risk Assessment was triggered 
under the Clean Water Act, 2006.  

5. How was the Tier 3 Water Budget study developed?  

As part of the Tier 3 Water Budget study, complex surface water and groundwater computer 
models were developed to help evaluate the sustainability of the municipal water supplies. 
The models incorporated the best available information about local geology, groundwater 
and surface water resources, precipitation and infiltration and water withdrawals.   

The models developed a water budget for municipal water supplies that quantified the 
additions (e.g., precipitation infiltrating into the ground, runoff to streams and rivers, flow 
within and between the aquifers) and withdrawals (e.g., surface water and groundwater 
flowing out of the study area, water taking by municipalities and other users and 
groundwater contributions to rivers) from a study area. The groundwater and surface water 
systems are in balance when the water additions and withdrawals are approximately equal. 

In addition to the water budget calculations, the models were also used to determine an 
area where the municipal drinking water systems could be affected by other existing, new or 
expanded water takings, referred to as a water quantity wellhead protection area (WHPA-
Q). 

The final task of the Tier 3 Water Budget study was to assign a risk level to the groundwater 
and surface water quantity vulnerable areas. According to the Technical Rules, the risk level 
may be “low”, “moderate” or “significant” depending on whether the municipal water supply 
is predicted to be able to meet the water needs of its customers under the modelled risk 
scenarios. 

6. Who is paying for the Tier 3 Water Budget study?  

The Tier 3 Water Budget Study is funded by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change (MOECC) and administered by the Grand River Source Protection Authority as the 
lead authority in the Lake Erie Source Protection Region. 

7. Who is leading this Tier 3 Water Budget study? 

The Grand River Source Protection Authority is the lead authority in the Lake Erie Source 
Protection Region, responsible for the administration of the Source Protection Program 
under the Clean Water Act, 2006 throughout the Grand River, Long Point Region, Kettle 
Creek, and Catfish Creek Watersheds. The Lake Erie Region Source Protection Committee 
has the responsibility to develop and update the Grand River Source Protection Plan, and to 
ensure that municipal drinking water sources are protected.  The Grand River Source 
Protection Authority was the overall project manager and was responsible for providing the 

 
 
April 2017 – GGET Tier 3 – FAQ Version 1 Page 4 of 15 



 
 

 
 

Project Management Team and the Peer Review for the Tier 3 Water Budget study.  The 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry and the Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change participated on the Project Management Team. 

The City has been the technical lead with respect to the City’s drinking water system and 
participated on the Project Management Team. Guelph / Eramosa Township has provided 
input such as operating information/statistics for the model development to ensure proper 
characterization of the Township’s drinking water system. 

8. What is the role of the municipalities in this Tier 3 Water Budget study? 

The initial focus of the study was on the City of Guelph municipal drinking water system, 
and, as the study area expanded, the municipal drinking water systems of Guelph / 
Eramosa Township were included in the study. The City of Guelph has provided project 
management for City tasks and the City's consultant (Matrix Solutions Inc.) for the Tier 3 
Water Budget study as per the funding agreement between the City and the Grand River 
Conservation Authority. The City has been the technical lead with respect to the City’s 
drinking water system and participated on the Project Management Team and as a 
municipal peer reviewer. Guelph / Eramosa Township owns and operates municipal drinking 
water systems within the study area, provided input such as operating information/statistics 
for the model development with respect to their systems, and participated as a municipal 
peer reviewer in the Tier 3 Water Budget study. The Township of Puslinch and the Town of 
Erin also participated as municipal peer reviewers and along with the County of Wellington 
provided comments and input on the draft Tier 3 Water Quantity Risk Assessment phase of 
the project. The Region of Waterloo was consulted where the Guelph/Guelph-Eramosa Tier 
3 model overlapped with the Cambridge Tier 3 model. The Region of Halton has been kept 
informed by the Grand River Source Protection Authority as the study area extended into 
Halton. 

9. What data was included in this Tier 3 Water Budget study? 

The study used publicly available data such as geological and hydrogeological datasets of 
the study area, Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change water well records and logs 
from high quality bore holes, municipal data such as well pumping rates, well water level 
data and hydrogeologic and hydrologic data collected during pumping tests, and Grand 
River Conservation Authority monitoring data such as stream flow data. The initial 
groundwater flow model for the project was based on earlier models for the City and was 
expanded to include a larger study area. Information, data and insights from previous 
hydrogeological studies were also incorporated into this project. The study has also used 
high quality water monitoring data from other permitted water takers in important areas, 
where it was available.  
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10. Who reviewed the Tier 3 Water Budget study? 

All Tier 3 Water Budget studies are peer reviewed on behalf of the province by a team of 
highly qualified third party technical experts working in both academia and private 
consulting. The goal of the peer review is to ensure the technical merits of the study. 

Information about the municipal drinking water systems was reviewed by the owners of the 
systems, the City of Guelph and the Guelph/Eramosa Township. 

The Townships of Guelph/Eramosa and Puslinch, the Town of Erin, together with Wellington 
County, were invited as municipal peer reviewers and provided input and comments on the 
Tier 3 Water Budget study. 

11. Have other Tier 3 Water Budget studies been done in the Lake Erie Source Protection 
Region?  

Under the Clean Water Act, 2006, excluding the Guelph/Guelph-Eramosa Tier 3 Water 
Budget study, there are four studies that have been/are being conducted: the Long Point 
Region (Norfolk County) Tier 3 Water Budget study is complete and entering the water 
quantity policy development phase; the Region of Waterloo Tier 3 Water Budget study is 
also complete (no policy development required as a result of a low risk level assignment); 
the Whitemans Creek Tier 3 Water Budget study (municipal supplies in Brant and Oxford 
Counties) is moving on to the risk assessment phase and; the Centre Wellington Tier 3 
Water Budget study is in the early stages of the characterization phase. 

Results of the Tier 3 Water Budget Study 

12. How were Water Quantity Wellhead Protection Areas (WHPA Q) delineated?     
The Wellhead Protection Area for water quantity (WHPA-Q) was determined using the 
groundwater flow model.  A technical definition of the WHPA-Q is found in the provincial 
Technical Rules, but essentially the WHPA-Q is the drawdown from the municipal water 
supply wells when pumping plus the additional drawdown of other permitted water takings 
(residential, industrial, commercial, institutional, recreational, etc.) when pumping. It also 
includes any surface water drainage area that contributes a significant proportion of surface 
water to the wells and any area where a future reduction in recharge would have a 
measureable impact on the municipal wells. Since the WHPA-Q must include the influence 
of drawdown from other permitted takings, it extends beyond what it would if it contained 
only the municipal wells. As a result, the WHPA-Q extends beyond the City’s limits into other 
municipalities.   
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13. How was the Water Quantity Intake Protection Zone (IPZ-Q) determined?  

For surface water intakes, the surface water quantity intake protection zone (IPZ-Q), 
corresponds to the drainage area that contributes surface water to the intake and the area 
that provides recharge to aquifers that contribute groundwater discharge to the drainage 
area.  For this Tier 3 Water Budget study, the drainage area that contributes surface water 
to the Eramosa River Intake was delineated as the Eramosa River upstream of the intake 
and tributaries which supply the Eramosa River (e.g., Blue Springs Creek). Areas that lie 
outside of this drainage area but still provide recharge to an aquifer that contributes 
groundwater discharge to the drainage area were delineated using particle tracking tools in 
the groundwater flow model. 

14. How were risk levels assigned to WHPA-Qs? 

The municipal water supply systems were assessed using the groundwater flow model to 
determine the sustainability of the system under a number of scenarios.  The scenarios 
included existing and future pumping rates as well as under average climate and prolonged 
drought conditions.  According to the Technical Rules, the risk level may be “low”, 
“moderate” or “significant” depending on whether the municipal water supply is predicted to 
be able to meet the water needs of its customers under the modelled risk scenarios. For 
example, if, under sustained drought conditions, the water level in a municipal well is 
predicted to be lowered to a level too close to the well pump intake for safe operation, the 
well would trigger a significant risk level. The Technical Rules guiding the Tier 3 Water 
Budget study followed a conservative approach to ensure the cumulative effects of water 
takings across the vulnerable area are included in the assessment. As a result, the highest 
risk level triggered in at least one well is assigned to the entire vulnerable area. For 
example, if the scenario for current and future municipal needs produced a “low” risk, but the 
added stress of a sustained drought produced a “significant” risk level, the vulnerable area 
would be assigned a “significant” risk level. If this significant risk level was found for one 
well, the significant risk level was also assigned to the entire water quantity vulnerable area.   

The Tier 3 Water Budget study scenarios predicted that the City’s and GET’s municipal wells 
can meet current needs. However, the assessment predicted that the City’s Queensdale 
municipal well would be unable to meet future needs under normal climate conditions and 
during prolonged drought. All of the City’s other wells and GET’s wells are expected to be 
able to meet future needs under all scenarios, but there is a high level of uncertainty with the 
results for the City’s Arkell Well 1.  As a result of these assessments, and since the City’s 
drinking water system is dependent on the contribution of water from the Eramosa River 
intake, the City’s WHPA-Q and IPZ-Q are assigned a significant risk level.  
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15. Do the results align with the current understanding of the municipal water supply 

systems? 

The Tier 3 Water Budget study results are supported by historical operating experience in 
the City where many of the wells reliably provided water over prolonged periods of time. The 
City primarily draws water from the deep bedrock aquifer which is protected in most areas 
by a protective layer. The protective layer isolates the deep bedrock aquifer from short-term 
changes in climate (e.g., a dry summer with little rainfall) and it takes a prolonged drought, 
as Ontario experienced in the early 1960s, for declines in water levels to be observed in 
City’s wells. The significant risk level assigned to the WHPA-Q is triggered by a predicted 
response in the Queensdale Well. However, a number of other City wells (Arkell Well 1, 
Arkell Well 8, Arkell Well 14, Arkell Well 15, Burke Well, Carter Well, Emma Well) and GET’s 
Bernardi Well 3 were very close to trigger limits indicating they may be more susceptible to 
prolonged drought. This information helps the City and GET develop plans for how to 
service their communities during drought periods.  With the addition of new Arkell Spring 
Grounds wells, the City’s water supplies have the capacity to meet the 2031 estimated water 
demand.  

16. What are Significant Water Quantity Threats? 

Since the Tier 3 Water Budget study identified areas where the municipal systems may be 
affected by water takings (WHPA-Q or IPZ-Q), all water takings that could potentially impact 
the municipal systems were identified. For water quantity wellhead protection areas with a 
significant risk level, all existing and new water takings located within the area that draw 
water from the municipal aquifers or Eramosa River or activities that reduce groundwater 
recharge are classified as Significant Drinking Water Quantity Threats (significant threats). 
The City and GET municipal wells are significant threats as are all other permitted water 
takings in the WHPA-Q and the IPZ-Q. 

17. Did the Tier 3 Water Budget study consider groundwater – surface water 
interactions? 

The Tier 3 Water Budget study used integrated groundwater and surface water models. The 
groundwater flow model relied on a surface water model to provide recharge rates across 
the model area with the recharge rates determined based on comparisons to local 
streamflow. In addition, the groundwater flow model was calibrated to stream flow to ensure 
that the model adequately predicted groundwater discharge to surface water. The 
groundwater flow model was found to have a reasonable match between model predicted 
flows and the actual stream flows, which means the groundwater recharge rates and the 
stream discharge rates used in the model are representative of existing conditions. These 
results are important because it provides validation that the water budget estimates for 
groundwater and surface water are generally reliable.  
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18. The provincial peer reviewers deemed the Tier 3 model “fit for purpose” – what does 

that mean? 

Surface water and groundwater models are designed to answer specific questions using the 
best available data for a certain scale (i.e., watershed vs property scale). The Tier 3 water 
budget was designed to assess the sustainability of the municipal water systems at the 
regional scale. While the model adequately captures the regional water budget and predicts 
water levels in municipal wells, there may be local geographical areas were the model does 
not predict groundwater and surface water flow as well. For example, the model captures 
the water flowing in and out of certain section of a river on a larger scale, but cannot capture 
all of the complex water movement between the river and the underlying aquifer at the local 
scale.  

A model is considered “fit for purpose” if it meets its intended purpose. The purpose of the 
Tier 3 model was to assess the sustainability of the municipal water supplies. For the Tier 3 
model, the determination of “fit for purpose” was made on behalf of the province by a team 
of highly qualified third party technical experts working in both academia and private 
consulting.  

Based on the technical review by the provincial peer reviewers, the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change has also endorsed the results of this Tier 3 Water Budget 
study. 

19. Will the outstanding technical concerns raised by municipal peer reviewers be 
addressed? 

During the municipal peer review process Guelph/Eramosa and Puslinch Townships raised 
technical concerns about how specific geographical areas were captured in the model (e.g. 
Eramosa River downstream of Eden Mills).  Since the Tier 3 is a regional scale model, it 
may not accurately predict water movement at the local scale (i.e., movement of water 
between the Eramosa River and the fractured bedrock aquifer for a specific section of the 
river), but still adequately captures the regional water balance. The provincial peer reviewers 
determined that the Tier 3 Water Budget study was “fit for purpose” (see question 18) and 
could move forward because the model adequately captures the regional and predicted 
water levels in the municipal wells.   

However, the provincial peer reviewers also commented on the need to consider new 
information as it becomes available and look at opportunities for further hydrogeological 
studies to refine the Tier 3 model and reduce areas of uncertainties. Lake Erie Source 
Protection Region will consider including additional projects in future work plans to update 
the Grand River Assessment Report and Source Protection Plan. 
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How will the Tier 3 Water Budget study results help with water 
management in the area?  

20. How will the Tier 3 Water Budget study results be used by municipalities? 

The results of the Tier 3 Water Budget study will help guide municipalities in optimizing their 
current and future water takings across the water quantity wellhead protection area 
(WHPA-Q).   

The numerical groundwater flow model will provide valuable information to assist 
municipalities in developing optimal pumping schedules for their municipal wells so that the 
municipal drinking water wells can provide the maximum amount of drinking water with 
minimal environmental impact. The results of the Risk Management Evaluation Process will 
also provide a foundation and a technical basis that will inform the development of water 
quality policies for the Grand River Source Protection Plan.  

21. Will the Tier 3 Water Budget study results affect private residential wells? 

The Tier 3 Water Budget study, while it considers all water takings, is primarily focused on 
permitted water takings such as municipal and industrial/commercial takings. The results of 
the Risk Management Measures Evaluation Process will inform what measures may be 
considered to manage the risks of the permitted water takers and to what extent the water 
quantity policies will impact private residential wells. Residential wells are dispersed, single 
wells with low pumping rates which generally would have a limited effect on the WHPA-Q. 

22. Will the Tier 3 Water Budget study results also be used to protect private residential 
wells? 

Private residential water supplies are protected through the Ontario Water Resources Act 
(OWRA), in particular the Wells Regulation, and associated guidelines for developing new 
private water supplies. The OWRA was developed to protect all water users and ensure that 
additional water takings do not impact existing users, including private wells. In addition, 
municipal Official Plans have general policies regarding protecting and maintaining existing 
urban and rural water supplies. 

The results of the Tier 3 Water Budget study and the new modelling tools provide the 
MOECC and municipalities with better understanding of regional hydrogeology, and a new 
tool to evaluate proposed permitted water takings and the potential for cumulative effects. 
As such, the technical results of the Tier 3 Water Budget study will be used together with the 
OWRA and municipal plans to identify the opportunities and constraints of taking additional 
water supply in the WHPA-Q. In this manner, proposals for increased or new water takings 
can be evaluated to ensure that they do not have an adverse effect on existing residential 
wells.  
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23. How will the Tier 3 Water Budget study results inform municipal land use planning?  

Protecting groundwater and surface water resources is already a component of municipal 
planning.  The Tier 3 Water Budget study will complement existing municipal planning to 
ensure that the quality and quantity of groundwater and surface water are protected as an 
essential resource for water supplies, agricultural production, the maintenance of the natural 
systems, and future growth.   

24. How will the Tier 3 Water Budget study results impact municipalities’ ability to grow? 

The Tier 3 Water Budget study provides municipalities with information to help manage the 
planned growth and future water demands needed for the growing communities. The Tier 3 
Water Budget study results will complement and enhance the existing municipal planning 
process. There is now resource management information on how much water supply is 
available locally which can be used to determine how growth can be sustained and where 
growth may be located to minimize effects on groundwater and surface water. 

25. Will the Tier 3 Water Budget study results restrict industrial development on private 
water services?   

New water takings will be evaluated in a similar manner as in the past. Where necessary the 
Tier 3 Water Budget study results and new modelling tools will be used to better understand 
the potential impacts of the new taking. It is too early to determine whether new takings may 
be restricted in certain areas. The Risk Management Measures Evaluation Process and 
water quantity policy development are the next phases in addressing the significant risk level 
and will provide better information to answer this question. 

26. How will the Significant Water Quantity Threats be addressed? 

The Risk Management Measures Evaluation Process is the next step that will provide 
information about the most promising measures to reduce the risk to the municipal drinking 
water supplies. Potential risk management measures for municipal water systems may 
include a variety of water conservation and demand management methods as well as 
wellfield optimization and water loss control. Industrial and commercial management 
measures may include methods such as increased water efficiency, water reuse and 
industrial operation/process changes. Measures that help maintain or increase groundwater 
recharge may also be used. 

27. How will the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change incorporate the Tier 3 
Water Budget study results into Permit to Take Water decisions?  

The completion of the Tier 3 Water Budget study provides the Ministry with additional 
technical information about cumulative effects of the water takings in the Guelph area, in 
particular the effects on the City of Guelph and the Guelph/Eramosa Township municipal 
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water systems. The results of the Tier 3 water budget study indicate that there is a need to 
look closely at all Permits to Take Water within the water quantity wellhead protection area 
(WHPA-Q) to evaluate their contribution to water quantity stress in this area.  

In addition to site specific information, the Ministry will consider the results of the Tier 3 
water budget study when reviewing Permit to Take Water applications and ensure 
appropriate conditions are in place to manage the takings.  

28. How should applicants incorporate the Tier 3 Water Budget study results into their 
Permit to Take Water applications? 

Permit applicants with groundwater takings located in the Guelph water quantity wellhead 
protection area (WHAP-Q) can access the Tier 3 Water Budget study technical report to 
further review the findings of the study. The Ministry is working with the City of Guelph and 
Lake Erie Source Protection Region to provide Permit applicants access to supporting data 
and models when relevant to the proposed water taking. This information is intended to be 
available by the time the Grand River Source Protection Plan is updated to include the Tier 
3 Water Budget study results and water quantity policies (anticipated in 2018). In the 
meantime, the Ministry encourages Permit applicants to contact the Permit to Take Water 
Evaluator (telephone: 905-521-7394) at the Ministry’s West Central Office in Hamilton to 
discuss these new considerations before submitting an application. 

Information about other resource management issues  

29. What is the Province doing to enhance groundwater protection in light of Source 
Protection? 

Source Protection Plans and technical work are an important piece of the Province’s 
commitment to protecting water supplies against climate change (i.e., drought), population 
growth and increasing water demand. The Province has worked closely with source 
protection authorities and municipalities through the water budget process and has 
committed to implementing the source protection plan polices. The information generated 
through source protection will help to inform decisions on Permit to Take Water (PTTW) 
applications. The PTTW program is Ontario’s primary tool to ensure water takings are 
sustainable and that the source protection water budget results are being considered in 
water taking management decisions.  

On December 17, 2016, the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change also enacted 
a moratorium banning new water bottling facilities from taking groundwater, and prohibiting 
existing facilities from increasing their groundwater taking or testing for future groundwater 
sources throughout Ontario. 
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While the moratorium is in force, the Province plans to further strengthen water protection in 
Ontario by: 

• Undertaking research to improve understanding of water resources by building on 
existing information, including the source protection water budgets, 

• Examining how pricing and other program and policy tools could be used to help 
manage and protect water resources,   

• Reviewing existing rules for water takers to ensure long-term water protection, 
including considering the impacts of climate change and population growth on  future 
demands of water sources, and  

• Consulting with communities, industry and Indigenous partners on changes to water 
management practices before they are implemented.  

30. How will the Moratorium and the Tier 3 Water Budget study results affect Nestlé’s 
Aberfoyle water bottling facility and their water taking permit? 

The moratorium applies only to new water bottling facilities that are required to obtain a 
permit to take water or to an existing bottling facility that wants to increase the amount of 
water it is authorized to take under its permit. Nestlé is applying to renew its existing permit 
to take water at the Aberfoyle facility for the same amount of water. Therefore, the 
moratorium does not apply. 

The Ministry is currently reviewing Nestlé's Aberfoyle permit renewal application and 
supporting documentation. Under the Ontario Water Resources Act, if an application for 
renewal of an existing permit is made at least 90 days before its expiry, the permit remains 
in force until the Ministry makes a final decision on the permit renewal application.  

Nestlé's permit renewal will be subject to the new stringent rules for existing water bottlers, 
which will soon be finalized. As such, Nestlé will be required to update their application to 
comply with these new rules. The Province will ensure that Nestlé has access to results of 
the Tier 3 water budget study relevant to their Aberfoyle water taking for consideration in 
their revised Permit application. 

Once revised, Nestlé's permit application for Aberfoyle will be posted on the Environmental 
Registry for 90 days public review. All comments received during the comment period will be 
carefully considered before a decision is made. 
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Next Steps 

31. What are the next steps following the release of the Tier 3 Water Budget study? 

Now that the Tier 3 Water Budget study is complete, a Risk Management Measures 
Evaluation Process (Process) will be undertaken to assess the sustainability of the 
municipal drinking water systems by further evaluating significant threat water takings and 
exploring effective measures to reduce the risk. The Process will be a collaborative project 
amongst municipal partners, the Province and the Lake Erie Source Protection Region. 

The Process will evaluate and determine the water takings that have the greatest impact on 
the municipal drinking water systems. Using the Tier 3 model, risk management measures 
will be evaluated to determine the most effective approach for the City’s and GET’s systems. 
Risk management measures that will be evaluated include options such as optimized 
municipal pumping; water conservation, water loss management and education and 
outreach programs.  

The results of the Process will be used to help guide the development of Source Protection 
Plan water quantity policies. The Lake Erie Region Source Protection Committee, working 
with the municipal partners, and with significant public consultation, will prepare an update 
to the Approved Grand River Source Protection Plan that will include the new technical work 
and water quantity policies.  

32. Will the next phase of the Tier 3 project include stakeholder and municipal 
consultation? 

Following the release of the Tier 3 Water Budget study results a Risk Management 
Measures Evaluation Process (Process) will be undertaken to assess the sustainability of 
the municipal drinking water systems by further evaluating significant threat water takings 
and exploring effective measures to reduce the risk. The Process will be a collaborative 
project amongst municipal partners, the Province and the Lake Erie Source Protection 
Region. The results of the Process will inform the development of water quantity policies, 
which will be included in an updated Grand River Source Protection Plan. Formal public 
consultations must be held before submitting the updated plan to the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change. 

33. When will the next phase of the Tier 3 project be completed? 

The Risk Management Measures Evaluation Process is a technical study that will engage 
the municipal partners, the Province and the Lake Erie Source Protection Region. The 
Process is expected to be complete in 2018. 
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How do I learn more? 

34. Where can I find ongoing communications and information about the Tier 3 Water 
Budget study? 

Updates are provided through the Lake Erie Source Protection Region website:  
www.sourcewater.ca/GGET-Tier3.   

35. Is the report written in plain language or is it technical? 

The Tier 3 Water Budget study is a detailed scientific technical study. The reports are written 
as technical documents. However, to help interpret the findings, an executive summary is 
also available along with the final report.   
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